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Minnesota River Survey – Why?



Survey summary
Random Dialing (4,717 calls placed)
79% cooperation rate (eligible participants/calls)
673 adults were interviewed
3.7% margin of error
Completed 08/05



Do you think the Minnesota River and nearby lakes and 
streams are:

Very polluted
Somewhat polluted
Not very polluted
Not polluted at all
Don’t know 14%

6%

23%
1%

56%

Very polluted
Somewhat polluted
Not very polluted
Not polluted at all
Don’t know

N = 671



Discussion points

Not polluted: 1%
Somewhat and Very polluted: 80%



How long do you think it will take to clean up the Minnesota 
River?

Less than 5 years
5-10 years
More than 10 years
Don’t Know

11%

39%

9%

41%

<5 years
5-10 years
>10 years
Don’t know

N = 570



How long do you think it should take to clean up the Minnesota 
River?

Less than 5 years
5-10 years
More than 10 years
Don’t know

42%

34%

9%

15%

<5 years
5-10 years
>10 years
Don’t know

N = 570



Discussion points
80% think clean-up will take >5 years
Respondents want faster clean-up



Do you agree that you have a responsibility to protect water 
quality for future generations?

Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
Don’t know

0%

51%45%

2% 2%

Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly disagree
Don’t know

N = 671



Discussion points
>50% strongly agree
96% agree/strongly agree



What do you think is the single greatest source of pollution to 
the waters of the Minnesota river and nearby lakes/streams?

Agriculture
Industry
Shore land development
Municipal runoff
Wastewater
Untreated sewage 
Something else

20%
8%

34%

2%
6% 5%

6%

3%

16%

Agriculture

Industry

Shore land
development
Municipal runoff

Wastewater

Untreated sewage

Something else

Combination of
above sources
Don’t knowN = 673



Discussion points
Agriculture (20%)
Industry (16%) are the main pollutants 
Combinations of sources:  34%



How much would your family be willing to pay annually to 
support water quality protection and improvement of the MN 
river and nearby streams/lakes?

$0
$1-$25
$26-$50
$51-$75
$76-$100
>$100

26%

35%

17%

4%

5%

3%

10%

$0
$1-$25 
$26-$50 
$51-$75
$76-$100
More than $100 
Don’t know 

N = 645



Willingness to Contribute to the clean up efforts 
of the Minnesota River

48%

35%

17%

Something
Nothing
Don’t know



Do you have any suggestions about how these payments 
should be collected?

Local government
State government
Federal government
User fees (on boaters, fishing licenses, hunters)

3%
14%

13%

8%

11%
3%7%

5%

36%

Local gov't
State gov't
Federal gov't
Fees on polluters
Property/sales tax
User fees
Volunteer
Other 
Don’t know

Property/sales taxes
Fees on polluters
Volunteer contributions
Other

N = 298



Demographics:  
Who did we talk to?



Counties with <20% of their land mass 
within the basin were excluded from 

the survey

NS = Not Sampled

Otter Tail
NS

Douglas
38 (6%)

Grant
7 (1%)

Big Stone
6 (1%)

Stevens
6 (1%)

Pope
12 (2%)

Pipestone
NS

Swift
3 (<1%)

Chippewa
22 (3%)

Lac qui Parle
13 (2%)

Kandiyohi
43 (6%)

Yellow Medicine  9 (1%)
Renville
19 (3%)

Sibley
12 (2%)

Traverse
NS

Brown
32 (5%)

Scott
98 (15%)

Carver
84 (12%)

Murray
NS

Le Sueur
40 (6%)Nicollet

28 (4%)

McLeod
NS

Watonwan
13 (2%)

Blue Earth
53 (8%)

Martin
17 (3%)

Faribault
15 (2%)

Freeborn
32 (5%)

Jackson
NS

Ramsey
NS

Hennepin
NS

Rice
NS

Dakota
NS

Waseca
16 (2%)

Lyon
21 (3%)

Cottonwood
13 (2%)

Redwood
14 (2%)

Lincoln
7 (1%)

Steele
NS

Stearns
NS



Do you rent or own your primary dwelling?

84%

14%
2%

Own
Rent
Don’t know



Approximately, what is the current market value for your 
dwelling?

<$100,000
$100,001-$200,000
$200,001-$300,000
$300,001-$400,000
$400,001-$500,000
>$500,000 23%

30%17%

7%

3%

5%

15%

<$100,000
$100,001-$200,000
$200,001-$300,000
$300,001-$400,000
$400,001-$500,000
>$500,000
Don’t know



Approximately how many acres of property would you say are 
associated with your primary residence?

<1 acre
1-4 acres
5-10 acres
11-100 acres
>100 acres

58%

15%

8%

5%

8%
6%

<1 acre
1-4 acres
5-10 acres
11-100 acres
>100 acres
Don’t know



Is your primary occupation growing crops, raising livestock, or 
other related agriculture profession, such as working at a feed 
lot, grain elevator, or milk production facility?

12%

87%

1%

Yes 
No
Don’t know



What age group are you a member of?
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+

17%

0% 7%

13%27%

18%

18%

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-65
65+
Don’t know



What is the range which best represents the total yearly income,
before taxes, of all immediate family living in your household?

<$15,000
$15,000-$24,999
$25,000-$34,999
$35,000-$49,999
$50,000-$74,999
$75,000-$99,000
>$100,000

10%

10%

12%13%

10%

11%

20%
14%

<$15,000
$15,000-$24,999
$25,000-$34,999
$35,000-$49,999
$50,000-$74,999
$75,000-$99,999
>$100,000
Don’t know



Gender indicator created by the 
household sampling process:

49%51% Male 

Female
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Where do we go from here?


